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Recent media focus has been on household 
income decline between 2013 and 2014 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. Note: Error margins exist around estimates but are not shown.  



2014 Census data also showed an increase 
in poverty among Black Minnesotans 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. Note: Error margins exist around estimates but are not shown.  



Why did Black income change? 
 

 Composition of the Black population changes each 
year (because of migration, aging, number and 
structure of households) 

 Economic changes – type of employment held, 
wages earned, etc. 

 Estimates can “bounce around” because they 
come from a survey 

 

 



Number of Black Minnesotans in 
poverty continues to grow  
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census and American Community Survey.  
Note: Error margins exist around estimates but are not shown.  



Black population in Minnesota is growing 
rapidly; adding ~38,000 people in just 4 years 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. Note: Error margins exist around estimates but are not shown.  



Black Minnesotans come from all over the 
U.S., globe 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. Note: Error margins exist around estimates but are not shown.  



Poverty highest among Somalis;  
lowest among other Black immigrants 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. Note: Range shows the 90% confidence interval. Percentage 
given is the midpoint of the range. 
  



More than 1 in 10 Black Minnesotans  
(age 16-64) report language limitations 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. Note: Error margins exist around estimates but are not shown. 
Range shows the 90% confidence interval. Percentage given is the midpoint of the range. 
  



Post-secondary enrollment lower among 
U.S.-born Black Minnesotans 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. Note: Range shows the 90% confidence interval. Percentage 
given is the midpoint of the range. Figures are rounded. 
  



Educational attainment patterns vary 
widely across race groups in MN 
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Note: Error margins exist around estimates but are not shown.  



Increase in the number of Black 
Minnesotans working between 2013-2014 
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Increase in number with language 
limitations 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 



Unemployment rate statistically unchanged 
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Projected Growth in Labor Force  
Minnesota, Annual Average, Ages 16+ 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, MN State Demographic Center projections. 



Take aways 
• Recent drop in median household income for 

MN Blacks is not the central issue. Census 
numbers point to: Persistently high-poverty 
and low-earnings during a time of economic 
growth. 

• Black Minnesotans are not all alike – different 
histories and barriers to economic security 

• New era for employers: Where will they find 
the workers they need?  



Questions? 
Susan Brower 
demography.helpline@state.mn.us 

 
 
 
 



Poverty on the rise for Black 
Minnesotans since the Great Recession 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census and American Community Survey. Graphic via MNCompass: 
http://www.mncompass.org/economy/poverty#1-6768-g Note: Error margins exist around estimates but are not shown.  
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